THE   PANAMA    CANAL

The famous Culebra Cut (now called the Gaillard Cut, in
honour of the man responsible for this difficult engineering
feat) is forty-five feet deep, although its bottom is situated forty
feet above sea-level. Incidentally, the width of the Canal itself
now makes it possible for every ship, with the exception of the
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Queen Elizabeth, Queen Mary, and Normandie, to sail through
this narrow gap. As some 29,000,000 tons are moved through
the Canal every year (only 7,000,000 less than through the Suez
Canal) we need not for the moment worry about these three
aquatic monsters, who may well have been the last of their kind,
for unless all present indications are entirely misleading the days